The Pacific and Beyond
My original 22 day, 6 country plan
turned into a 40 day, 10 country
adventure of a lifetime! With the help of
long layovers, flexible friends, and a
strong desire to see as much as I possibly
could, I believe I made the most of
almost every day I was out traveling the
world. The experiences I had as well as
the people I met are something that I
know I will remember and cherish for
the rest of my life!

Globie Ready To Go

Turkey
The day after I took my last final at Texas A&M Qatar I had plans to fly out to Cairo,
Egypt. With a surge of political instability in Qatar near the end of my semester there,
most of the surrounding countries as well as Egypt had closed their borders and airspace
to Qatar. Due to this I was forced to find a last second way to somehow get to Egypt.
A layover in another country provided the best alternative and Istanbul, Turkey caught
my eye the most. I made it to Istanbul in the early afternoon, and with no time to waste I
headed straight out to the Hagia Sophia to explore this majestic cathedral. I had a
traditional lunch afterwards nearby and then headed back to the airport for my next flight.
Egypt
I arrived at my hotel in Cairo late that night, but when I arrived I was met with an
amazing view of the pyramids from my room. The next morning, after nearly
oversleeping my alarm, I began my tour of Cairo. I started off at the great pyramids,
climbing up inside, then I took a camel ride through the Sahara Desert. We walked over
and saw the Great Sphinx of Giza and then grabbed some kebabs for lunch.
After lunch we headed to Memphis nearby to see the statues of King Rameses II. We
ended the day at Saqqara, the site of the first pyramid in Egypt, built around 4,700 years
ago. Following the tour I headed back to the airport to catch my flight to Alexandria.
After numerous delays I arrived at my hotel in Alexandria at around 3 in the morning.
After a few hours of rest I got up to begin my day of touring. I first went to a site with
many ancient ruins, including a Roman-style amphitheater. I began to notice that just
about every tourist site in the city was practically empty. Apparently since the Egyptian
revolution of 2011 tourism in the area had drastically decreased, which is honestly a
shame.

Globie Enjoying the Sea

Following the ruins we went to
Pompey’s Pillar, a 67-foot tall column
built in 297 AD and weighing over
600,000 pounds. We then made a quick
stop at some ancient catacombs followed
by a trip to the new Library of
Alexandria. My tour ended with a lunch
stop at a seafood restaurant with
beautiful views of the Mediterranean
Sea. I spent the rest of the day and all of
the next day relaxing at my amazingly
inexpensive hotel at the beach, right on
the Mediterranean.

Greece
Arriving in Athens the following afternoon, I met up with a couple of my friends from
A&M who were part of a study abroad in Barcelona. After coming up with a game plan
on the first day and getting our bearings, we spent the next day trying to see all of what
Athens had to offer.
We first headed to Acropolis Hill, the
site of many of the most famous
structures in Athens. We saw many areas
of ancient ruins, the most notable being
Acropolis
and
the
Temple
of
Hephaestus. We stopped for lunch
before finishing the day touring the
Temple of Hercules and the site of the
first modern Olympics, the 1896
Olympic Stadium.

Globie at Acropolis

India

Shreyance and Me at the Taj Mahal

After arriving at the New Delhi airport
just after 3 AM, I met up with my friend
Shreyance. After a few hours, we got up
and began the 3-hour drive to Agra to
see the Taj Mahal. We walked around
for a couple of hours before heading to
the nearby Agra Fort. This place was
amazing,
with
new,
traditional
architecture and artwork to see at every
turn.

We spent the next two days touring New Delhi, going through his personal
recommendations as well as Tripadvisor’s. We saw all of the major attractions with
Humauyun’s Tomb and the Swaminarayan Temple on the first day and Qutab Minar on
the second day. On top of this, Shreyance showed me a few local Sikh and Hindu temples
and some amazing local food.
Malaysia
Thanks to a layover on my way to Beijing I was able to stop and see the beautiful Kuala
Lumpur. Unfortunately, my Malaysian friend was busy during the time I would be there,
but he recommended a walking tour to me instead. We walked all around the city, seeing
all of the Indian and Chinese influence throughout. We went into the biggest mosque of
the city, a Hindu temple, a canopy walk through a forestry area in the city, and walked by
the KL Tower and the Petronas Twin Towers.
Beijing
After I was almost not let into the country due to a visa misunderstanding, I finally made
it and met with my friend Hanyang! We began the two-hour drive to the Great Wall on
our first day and took the gondola to a crowded part of the wall before trekking through a
mile section out from the crowds. Once we were thoroughly exhausted we headed back
into the city to walk around the infamous Tiananmen Square. We ended our first day with
a meal at a traditional Peking Duck restaurant near the square.
On our second day we headed to the
Temple of Heaven to admire the
traditional Chinese architecture from the
Qing Dynasty. After that we took the
subway to go visit the site of the 2008
Olympic games. Here we explored the
Bird’s Nest and the Water Cube (the
track stadium and aquatic center
respectively).

Hanyang and Me at Temple of
Heaven

South Korea
After an early flight from Beijing, I spent my first morning in Seoul walking around the
Olympic Park where they had held the 1988 Summer Olympic games. It had been
converted into a more traditional park with many walking tracks for people to use for
exercise. I then met up with my friend, John, and we headed to a Korean BBQ restaurant
for lunch.

John and Me at Gyeongokgung
Palace

After lunch we headed to the top of
North Seoul Tower for some amazing
views of downtown Seoul. Following
this we finished the day with a trip to
Gyeongokgung Palace, a traditional
palace in the city filled with many
people wearing traditional Korean dress,
since they got in for free if they wore
this.

My 4th of July was spent at the DMZ, the 4-kilometer border between North and South
Korea, free of weapons. We headed down one of the tunnels dug by North Koreans in
hopes of a sneak attack, visited the train station built in hopes of a reunited Korea, and
even looked into a North Korean town from Dorasan Observatory near the border. After
the tour I visited the Korean War Museum to learn more about how they had gotten to
their present state. We learned here that Kim Jong Un had fired a missile just five
minutes after we got to the DMZ, close call.
Japan
On my first day in Japan I took a tour from Tokyo to see Mount Fuji and Lake Ashi. We
first went up to the 5th Station of Mount Fuji, the highest point you could reach by bus.
This was right in the beginning of climbing season, so many hikers were gearing up to
head to the top. We then went to Lake Ashi, taking a ferry across the lake to a nearby
mountain. There we took a gondola to the top, providing an amazing view of the lake
below. Soon, though, a bout of fog came in and shielded the scene below.
I took the bullet train the next morning
to Osaka to meet up with my friend,
Ryota. We headed to Osaka Castle to
tour this famous site and then before the
sun set we headed to the Umeda Sky
Building, giving us 360 degree views of
the city and rivers. We had dinner at a
conveyor belt sushi restaurant, which
was an amazing experience and very
tasty.

Ryota and Me at Osaka Castle

The next morning we headed to Kyoto and started off the day at the Golden Pavilion.
After a while there we grabbed some bento boxes for lunch nearby. Following this filling
meal we headed to Kiyomizo Temple, a world heritage site. We finished our touring at
the Fushimi Inari Shrine, a famous Shinto shrine known for its walkway of torii gates
heading up and down a mountain.
My final day in Japan was marked with a quick trip over to Nara to see Todaiji, a large
Buddhist temple known for its enormous Buddha statue. On the walk to the temple we
were surrounded by deer everywhere. We had the sushi restaurant for lunch again and
then I headed to the airport for my next stop.

Australia
I landed in Cairns, Australia at 5 in the morning and went to catch my Great Barrier Reef
diving and snorkeling tour a couple hours later. Per the recommendation of Peggy and
friends I booked the introductory dive and did my first dive ever. We spent the next few
hours snorkeling in a few different spots, seeing a few whales and turtles along the way.
The next day I headed to Adelaide. I was supposed to meet up with a friend here, but he
ended up being accepted to a study abroad in Michigan at the same time. My second day
there I took a tour all around Kangaroo Island. On the tour we visited Seal Bay (a
preferred resting spot for many local seals), a koala sanctuary, and walked near the cliffs
at Flinders Chase National Park. Despite the name, we really did not see many
kangaroos.

Sydney Opera House

The following morning I flew to Sydney
to spend a couple of days. I found a free
walking tour of the city and I was able to
see all of the most famous sites and learn
more about the history of the city. I
enjoyed the tour so much I went on their
nighttime tour focusing on the convict
history of Sydney. The next day I
walked around the Sydney Opera House
and Sydney Harbour Bridge. I had a
kangaroo and emu pizza (good meat,
terrible pizza) for lunch before heading
to my next flight.

New Zealand
After storms caused my flight to be delayed and diverted to Auckland, I finally made it to
Wellington to meet up with my friend Arran about 20 hours late. After landing we met up
with his family and headed to a big rugby match between Christchurch and Wellington. It
was fun to watch, but I honestly had no idea what was going on most of the time.
I came down with a bad cold so I spent the next couple of days recovering before Arran
and I headed to the South Island to begin our road trip. We landed in Christchurch and
drove 4 hours south to Dunedin. Here we walked around the only castle in New Zealand
and then went to an albatross center nearby and watched penguins come on shore after a
full day at sea.
The next day we had another 4-hour
journey, this time to Queenstown, a
primarily ski-based town. We took a
gondola to the top of a nearby mountain
and we had the most amazing view from
the entire trip. The snowcapped
mountains cutting through the lake was
beautiful beyond belief.

The following morning we headed to Wanaka, just an hour away. Here we hiked 1800
feet to the top of Mount Iron, which was exhausting, but the view was nice. We had
minced pies for lunch and then were forced to head inside as the weather began to turn
for the worst.
A storm continued throughout the night and we woke up to learn that the biggest amount
of rain in over 100 years had fallen the previous night. Because of this, many road were
flooded and therefore closed. Dunedin was now inaccessible by road. Luckily, the road
we needed to travel on opened up an hour before we were to get on it.
We spent the entire rest of the day on our journey to Christchurch and saw everything
from flooding to snowfall to perfect weather. We finally arrived around dinnertime, so
we grabbed some food and then headed to see a movie.
After a night of rest we headed to Kaikoura, which took about 3 hours. The weather had
improved immensely so we were able to grab a nice view of the city from a scenic
overlook. We then headed to an area on the coast with a high population of seals. We
watched mothers and pups playing around and tourists getting way too close for comfort.
The next day we had booked a tour to see some sperm whales. Although the three-hour
tours usually only ended in one or two whale sightings, we ended up seeing eight in total.
It was really great being able to get so close and look on as the whales dove majestically
back into the water to feast some more.
After the tour we headed back to Christchurch and spent the next day touring around the
city. A 2011 earthquake had destroyed a lot of the city and this was very evident. We saw
a church that had been quickly rebuilt from cardboard, a mall rebuilt using shipping
containers, and the original church of the city collapsing in on itself.

Globie at Rangitoto Island

We woke up early the next morning as
Arran headed back home to Wellington
and I made my final stop in Auckland.
Once in Auckland I took a ferry out to
Rangitoto Island, about 30 minutes from
the city. The island had been created by
a volcano 500 years back, making it the
youngest island in the region. I hiked all
the way to the top of the 850-foot peak
and took in the views of downtown
Auckland from here before heading to
hike through the lava caves.

The following morning I headed to the airport to fly back home, thereby concluding my
80-day, around the world, adventure of a lifetime. Along the way I met many amazing
and kind people and learned more than I ever thought possible. I cannot wait to discover
where my next adventure will lead me!

