
	

	

 
 

 Tim Cahill once said, “A journey is best measured in friends, not miles.” Over the past 
two semesters at Texas A&M I have gotten to know many students from all over the world 
through the International Student Mentor Association (ISMA). With some of the remaining 
time I will have after my study abroad to Texas A&M Qatar this summer I have decided to 
begin a journey to reconnect with some of these friends that have come and gone. 
  
 I could use these pages to talk endlessly about all of the awesome adventures I have 
had and the people I have gotten to know throughout my time with ISMA, but three pages 
really wouldn’t do these experiences justice. During their short times in the US we have 
made a lifetime of memories because the call for adventure is perpetual within us. 
 
 Every country I will visit is home to one of the many friends I have made throughout 
my last few semesters. Although the miles will be plentiful and the sleep will be numbered, 
the ever more significant rekindling of friendships outweighs any burdens my extensive 
journey may lend to me. I’m eager to tour each country and experience the beauties that 
my friends have beheld for many years. 
 
 For ease of travel I will be limiting myself to one backpack to carry all of my essentials 
throughout my 22 days full of adventure. I enjoy planning out these meticulous details of a 
trip that help ease one’s mind while abroad. All the while it is imperative to leave room for 
improvisation, where the true sense of adventure awaits, never knowing what lies ahead. 
 
 One of the things all international students have in common is how highly they talk 
about their country and the elegance within it. I look forward to staying with them and 
exploring a few of the many treasures this world has to offer. From gawking at the Taj 
Mahal, the Great Wall, and the Demilitarized Zone between North and South Korea, to 
snorkeling in the Great Barrier Reef and hiking throughout the luscious mountains of New 
Zealand and Japan, this summer will definitely be one I won’t soon forget. 



	

	

July 10 
Take a morning flight from Doha, Qatar to 
New Delhi, India, concluding my study 
abroad at Texas A&M Qatar. Use the rest 
of the day to explore Swaminarayan 
Akshardham and stay for the night’s water 
show there. 
 
July 11 
Take a day trip to see the Taj Mahal and 
Agra Fort. 
 
July 12 
Spend the day exploring famous sites like 
the Qutab Minar and Humayun’s Tomb. 
 
July 13 
Fly from New Delhi, India to Beijing, China 
in the morning. Spend the remaining time 
of the day at the famous Temple of 
Heaven. 
 
July 14 
Take a day tour to see the Great Wall of 
China. 
 
July 15 
Spend the day around Tiananmen 
Square. 
 
July 16 
Fly from Beijing China, to Seoul, South 
Korea in the morning. Spend the rest of 
the day touring Gyeongbokgung Palace. 
 
July 17 
Take a day trip to explore the 
Demilitarized Zone between North and 
South Korea. 
 
July 18 
Go to the top of the North Seoul Tower in 
the morning followed by an afternoon 
flight from Seoul, South Korea to Tokyo, 
Japan. 
 
July 19 
Go on a day trip to hike Mt. Fuji. 
 
 

July 20 
Take the bullet train to Osaka to meet up 
with Ryota and explore Osaka Castle. 
 
July 21 
Travel with Ryota to the city of Kyoto and 
see the Golden Pavilion. 
 
July 22 
Either fly from Osaka to Cairns, Australia 
or take the bullet train back to Tokyo and 
then fly to Cairns, depending on the best 
value closer to the time. 
 
July 23 
Snorkel in the Great Barrier Reef. 
 
July 24 
Fly from Cairns, Australia to Adelaide, 
Australia to meet up with Sam. 
 
July 25 
Explore Adelaide with Sam including a trip 
to Kangaroo Island. 
 
July 26 
Another full day of exploring Adelaide with 
Sam. 
 
July 27 
Fly from Adelaide, Australia to Sydney, 
Australia early in the morning. Go on a 
Hop On, Hop Off tour to see the essential 
sites, including the Sydney Opera House. 
 
July 28 
Fly from Sydney, Australia to Wellington, 
New Zealand to meet up with Arran. 
 
July 29 
Spend the day touring with Arran 
including hiking Mount Victoria. 
 
July 30 
Another full day of exploring New Zealand 
with Arran. 
 
July 31 
Fly back home from Wellington, New 
Zealand to Dallas, Texas. 



	

	

Flights/Trains: $2,750 
 
Food: $25/day x 22 = $550 
 
Housing: $20/day x 13 = $260 
 
Tours/Entrances: $615 
 
Cab fares: $60 
New Delhi: $1 start, $0.30/mile 
Beijing: $2 start, $0.50/mile 
Cairns: $4.50 start, $2.60/mile 
 
Subway passes: $30 
Tokyo: $14.00/day 
Seoul: $1 first 10km, $0.10/5km 
Sydney: $4/trip 
 
Miscellaneous/Emergency:  $400 
 
Personal Savings: $2,400 
 
Total Remaining: .$2,265..   
  

    
My proposed route 

 

 
Ryota from Japan and me exploring 

Petrified Forrest National Park 

              
Aasheet from India, me, and Amro from 

Qatar at Cadillac Ranch 
 
 

 
Laisha from India, Meng from China, Ryota 

and me at the ISMA Christmas party 
 
 

 
Me, Sam from Australia, and Arran from 

New Zealand along with Gaëlle from 
Switzerland and Alyssa and Crystal at Top 

Golf




