Searching for Stories of the Past
My dream journey to Eastern Europe in the hopes of learning more about my heritage
When I was young, my bedtime stories were quite different than those most children
heard. Similarly, all of us listened as soothing words rolled off of our mothers’ tongues,
as plot lines got more and more complex, and eventually as the characters found what
they were looking for. However, the incomparable difference was that the stories I heard
were real; they were about my ancestors, my Roma ancestors. I am one-fourth Romani
Gypsy.
Roma is a minority group that many know very little about, and as nomads, their roots are
everywhere and their culture endless. Having lived in Texas my entire life, I have had
little exposure to my culture and the setting of so many of my bedtime stories. The last
known tie we have to my ancestors before they immigrated to the United States is my
great-great grandmother near the Czech Republic and Hungary, and I would love nothing
more than to explore the area that I know she once lived in and to see what she herself
would have seen.
This dream journey does not, however, start and end in one area. It would be beyond
unjust to my wanderlust to spend my trip in only one country, so I plan to expose myself
to as much of Eastern Europe as I can. This includes visiting places that have been on my
bucket list since I was twelve, and let me tell you, it would feel unbelievable to be able to
scratch those off and say that I have finally done them. An underlying theme that is very
prevalent on my bucket list is places of World War II and the Holocaust.
From having done an entire project on Anne Frank’s Diary in just the third grade and
driving hours to hear the testimony of multiple Holocaust survivors this past fall, this
time period has always been a great subject of interest for me. However, my passion for
this did not appear out of nowhere, it also spurs from my fascination with my heritage.
Many forget about the other victims of genocide during the Holocaust besides the Jews.
Romani Gypsies were the second largest group targeted due to race by the Nazis; millions
of them were murdered. Not only is this something I am passionate to learn more about,
but it would also be out of respect for my ancestors that I would see these places. Being
able to visit the Berlin Wall and Auschwitz would be pivotal moments in my life that I
would never forget.
I am currently studying abroad for twenty-eight days through Mays Business School at
Texas A&M at the beginning of the summer. We will travel painfully close to my dream
areas of Berlin, Krakow and Prague, but unfortunately will not see them. I would love
nothing more than to get the opportunity to expand my horizons even further and have 10
more days to see these areas of the world that hold so much meaning to my culture and
the things I am most passionate about.

Itinerary

June 8 The Adventure Begins
Say my farewells in London to my travel buddies of the Mays
Study Abroad Trip and take my flight to Berlin.
June 9 Berlin
Wake up early and get going! Visit Brandengberg Gate,
Checkpoint Charlie as well as Gleis 17, the platform
thousands of victims were transported to death camps during
the Holocaust.
June 10 Berlin
Explore the East Side Gallery as well as the beautiful
Berlinerdom Church.
June 11 Berlin to Prague
Adventure to Karl Marx Alee and Mauerpark Flea Market to
talk to the locals and really immerse myself into the culture.
Take flight to Prague.
June 12 Prague
Arrive in Prague early, head to Old Town Square and visit the
famous Prague Castle. Attempt to find record of my greatgreat grandmother’s family name.
June 13 Prague
Take a day trip to Kutna Hora, just a short hour away.
June 14 Prague to Krakow
Climb up Petrin Hill and get my last view of the old city.
Travel to Krakow by night train.
June 16 Krakow
Arrive in Krakow. Take the well-known “Crazy Guide Tour”
for a four-hour experience with stories of Communist
Krakow. Also visit Wawel Church.
June 17 Krakow
Take a day trip to Auschwitz and Auschwitz Birkenau and
finally scratch this off my bucket list.
June 18 Krakow
Visit City Centre, Saint Mary’s Church and take the Jewish
Walking Tour.
June 19 Heading Home
Travel to London and then take the connecting flight home to
Austin-Bergeron Airport.

Pictures of my bucket list journal

Let’s talk numbers :

Hostels:
-Berlin: 3 nights
-Prague: 3 nights
-Krakow: 4 nights

Total stay cost: $400
Transport:
-London to Berlin flight
-Berlin to Prague flight
-Prague to Krakow night train
-Krakow to London
-Extra Transport (Auschwitz/Kutna Hora…etc)
Total transport: $700
Food:
-$30 a day for 10 days
Total food: $300
Extras/Entrance Fees:
-Museums
-Tours
-Cabs
Total fees: $300
Emergencies:
Total emergencies: $200
Miscellaneous:

Total misc: $500

(Personal Savings)

(500)

TOTAL COST: $1900
Getting the opportunity to see Berlin, Prague and Krakow would be an unforgettable experience
that I would never stop talking about. Sometimes I fear my dreams of seeing the world will never
be fulfilled, especially when I reflect on the future and the way life and its responsibilities only
grow with age. This is the time in my life that I have the opportunity to get wonderfully lost in
beautiful places. Currently, I have half of what I need: the time, and I would be forever grateful if
you gave me the half that I’m lacking: the funds. Thank you so very much for considering me for
this scholarship. Your time is greatly appreciated.

-Morgan Oliver

