
My Australian Adventure!

Sydney, Texas A&M Study Abroad 
(North Queensland), Great Ocean 

Road & Melbourne



The Globetrotter Grant provided me with funds to expand what was already 
sure to be a memorable summer. With a study abroad already planned and 

lots of funds being spent to get me to Australia, I knew I had to take 
advantage and expand my trip to include those “must see” locations. With 

the help of the Globetrotter Grant I was able to include Sydney in my travel 
plans, and helped me stretch my funds to include the Great Ocean Road and 

Melbourne. I cannot even begin to express how thankful I am for the 
generosity you all have shown me. This experience is one that I will take 

with me forever. 



My trip started in Sydney. 
It lived up to all its standards. I did run into a bit of bad luck with 
the weather, as it rained pretty heavy some days which cut down 

on the amount of exploring I was able to do. But it was still 
absolutely incredible nonetheless! Highlights included touring 

the Sydney Opera House, exploring the Rocks (maybe some pub 
stops), climbing the Harbour Bridge, watching a surf 

competition at Bondi, and spending whole nights lost in the 
Vivid Lights festival activities. Although I was dying to go to 

Sydney, I am not much of a city person by any means. I 
dedicated some of my week in Sydney to do what I love more 

than anything, and that’s hiking and getting lost in nature! 
Globie was an excellent hiking partner. I explored Royal 

National Park, which was quite a journey from Sydney (train 
ride + walking through small town + ferry ride, etc.). It is one of 

the oldest national parks in the world, second to only 
Yellowstone, and provided amazing coastal views. I was able to 
hike to Wedding Cake rock, a spectacular rock formation I am 
lucky to have gotten to see as a few weeks later I learned that 

someone vandalized the rock formation and park officials closed 
the area off. Really a shame, it was breathtaking. I also traveled 

to the Blue Mountains, where I was hit with some of that terrible 
weather, but was determined not to let that stop me. Even if it 

meant hiking through what felt like freezing hurricane 
conditions! Overall, an amazing first week in Australia. 



Hyde Park (across the street 
from my hotel)



Sydney Opera 
House

Beautiful from 
every angle! 

This detail on 
the sails struck 
me the most. >



Morning at Bondi!



Harbour Bridge climb!

Ryan 
Reynolds 

did it, 
therefore I 
must too!



Royal National Park

Wedding 
Cake Rock



Blue Mountains



Vivid Lights Festival



More from Sydney!



Even though GG did not 
contribute to my actual study 
abroad, I decided to include 
some pictures because it was 

such an amazing time and 
such am important part of 
my Australian adventure. I 
was so lucky to have been 

able to share this experience 
with fellow Aggies. Gig’em 

forever!



After my study abroad ended, I took a flight to Adelaide where I 
meet up with a group for a guided tour through the Great Ocean 

Road, all the way to Melbourne. Stops included Grampians 
National Park, McKenzie Falls, Loch Ard Gorge, London Bridge, 

and Twelve Apostles. My tour group consisted of many 
backpackers (most of them girls) from all parts of the world. Having 
spent a month in Australia with nothing but Aggies, this was a big 

change. At first, it was a little intimidating, but we all ended up 
having such great time. We would spend hours at the end of the day 

talking about each others lives back home, and it was amazing to 
see how we were all so different yet very much a like. 



More from the Great 
Ocean Road!



My last stop was in Melbourne. I spend 
most of my days walking around looking 

for graffiti alley lanes. There is a great deal 
of creativity throughout this city and it 

really brings the whole place alive! I must 
mention that the Melbourne Museum 

really took me by surprise. Such a great 
place! I’m not normally one for museums, 
but this place was incredible. Overall an 

amazing city, very unique place. One of my 
days there I traveled to Brighton Beach to 

take a glimpse at it’s adorable changing 
houses. On my last day, I woke up extra 

early to take my last few walks through the 
city, as I then took a day trip to Phillips 
Island. Phillips Island is known for it’s 

famous “Penguin Parade”. Every evening 
hundreds of little penguins return from 

their journey out at sea to their burrows on 
this island. People come out to see these 

adorable creatures come out of the sea back 
home. If you know me, you know penguins 

are my spirit animals so this was an 
experience I will never forget. Truly the 

best way to spend my last day in Australia.  



Melbourne Graffiti Lanes



Brighton Beach 
houses and Phillips 

Island



Overall, I could not have asked for a more amazing experience. Traveling to see such amazing places 
really gives me a new perspective on how the world works and where I belong in it. Though I know the 
only way to really understand how this trip has impacted me is with time, I do know that I will cherish 
every memory for the rest of my life and I will always be thankful for the generous people who saw my 
potential and saw how hard I’ve worked to get to this point. I would not have had the same experience 
without the help I was given from you all. I will always remember that and can’t wait to pay it forward 

someday when I am able.


