
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I often find myself simply staring at maps. I 
like to trace my fingers across them, the faraway places 
somehow in reach. I imagine the sights, the sounds, the 
tastes, and the adventures that might be had beneath the 
tip of my finger. Over the past few years, I have spent a 
lot of time just gazing at maps -- planning and plotting 
my future expeditions and adventures. Now I stand on 
the brink of careerhood with one more opportunity for 
the adventure of a lifetime. There are countless quotes I 
could insert here to inspire, but I think I will go with 
something Amelia Earhart said before her legendary 
and ill-fated journey: “When a great adventure is 
offered, you don’t refuse it.” 

My travel goals are lofty, to say the least. 
Before I kick the bucket, I intend to visit 100 different 

countries, all 7 continents, 
all 50 US states and all Her 
National Parks. I have been 
very blessed and very 
tenacious thus far in 
working towards these 
goals. I’ve embarked on 
many road trips across the 
States (I am writing this 
proposal from the backseat 

on a roadtrip to check off some Eastern US National 
Parks). I’ve backpacked through Europe by the seat of 
my pants, dodging COVID restrictions and navigating 
entry requirements. I’ve climbed the forbidden, 
crumbling steps of the Jiankou section of Great Wall of 
China, and most recently I traveled into the Colombian 
countryside to learn how coffee is grown.  

What surprises me most is that travel 
(especially the international variety) still scares me. I 
think it will always carry with it a measure of 
uneasiness and stress, but it also brings the highest 
sense of adventure and excitement. And much more 

than the thrill, travel provides a conduit for the most 
intense and memorable interactions with fellow humans 
across the globe that I have yet found. As I chisel away 
at the stones of fear and uncertainty, the more clearly, I 
am able to behold the masterpiece that is this beautiful 
world. So, though I am far from undaunted, I travel on. 

I’m a senior at Texas A&M and I will (if things 
go to plan) graduate in 
May. I will also begin 
working full-time in 
June. So, I have about a 
month in which to set out 
on one more grand 
adventure.  

The trip I am 
proposing is this: a 
Journey to Turkey, The 
Caucuses, and the Holy 
Land. I know, it’s a bit of 
a strange conglomeration 
of places, so let me try and explain why I want to do 
this trip. First off, I have wanted to visit Turkey (and 
Istanbul particularly) for quite some time. Additionally, 
flights here are relatively cheap, making this a great 
base for a trip in this region. The Caucuses are another 
region that I would absolutely love to see, and they are 
conveniently adjacent to Turkey, so going from one 
place to the other is affordable and logistically simple. 
The Holy Land is also nearby, and it is another place of 
great intrigue to me. These regions lie right at the 
center of our world historically and literally. They each 
have millennia of rich history and a cultural vibrancy 
that is irresistible to me. So, with the bit of time I have 
for an adventure, it just makes sense to try and see them 
all in one trip. With my rationale explained, let me go 
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into more detail about the destinations I want to visit on 
this trip, and why. 

There is only one place where this trip can 
begin: Istanbul. It is a city that has completely captured 
my imagination for some time and yet it has managed 
to elude me despite several trips to Europe. The draw of 
the city is magnetic. A blending of Western and Eastern 
cultures; of Islam and Christianity. This has been one 
of the most important cities in the world and the seat of 
empires. How could I resist such a place? I can’t wait 
to stroll through the famous Grand Bazaar, marvel at 
the Hagia Sofia, and swim in the Bosporus. I’ll try 

Turkish coffee, Dolma, Pide, and endless Kebabs. I’ll 
take my time in Turkey, but I can’t stay forever. 

The next leg of the trip will be a train journey 
across Turkey and into the Caucuses. I’ll take trains 
East to Ankara, then the Dogu Express to Kars. From 
Kars I’ll head to Gyumri, Armenia. My current plan is 
to stay one night in Gyumri—just long enough to take 
in the culture of this country. My real destination on 
this train journey will be Tbilisi, Georgia. The 
Caucuses seem, to me, an alluring and somewhat 
ignored little nook of the globe. But I have received 
some glowing endorsements of the region, and Tbilisi 
particularly. An ancient castle overlooks the city, which 
is nestled in a valley and covered in colorfully painted 
homes and shops. Flea markets, domed bathhouses, and 
clay-pot wineries are just a few of the cultural 
experiences I hope to partake in here. From cheap 
accommodations to wonderful food to a vibrant culture, 
I would be a fool not to make a pit stop here. After I 
feel satisfied with my time in Tbilisi, I’ll take the night 

train to Baku, Azerbaijan and take in the city for a day 
or so before heading to the airport. 

After the Caucuses, I will fly to Jerusalem. As 
a Christian, the holy land has a special significance to 
me. Not only will this be a sort of pilgrimage, but there 
is obviously a lot of history and culture to experience 
here. Walking through ancient sites on the Temple 
mount will, I expect, be a moving and unforgettable 
experience. Beyond that, I have heard that the food in 

Israel is fantastic, and I can’t wait to indulge in my fair 
share of falafel and hummus. I also hope to make an 
excursion out to Petra, Jordan at some point during my 
time here because it is one of the most iconic feats of 
architectural endeavor, and a sight I just need to see. 
I’ll stay in Jordan for a night, sleeping in a Bedouin 
camp before heading back to Israel. When my time in 
the Middle East is up, I’ll fly back to Istanbul and then 
catch a flight back home to Texas from there.  

I estimate spending roughly 4 nights in 
Istanbul, 1 night in Gyumri, 3 nights in Tbilisi, 1 night 
in Baku, 5 nights in Jerusalem, and 1 night in Jordan. 
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That’s 14 nights, but I think I will round up to 18 for 
cost estimation purposes (to create a conservative 
estimate) as well as building in a buffer for any hiccups 
or extensions that may arise on the trip. The Table 
below summarizes my estimations. I hope to come in 
under budget. Note also that I’ll depart some time on or 
around May 16th and return in about 2 or 2 ½ weeks, so 
sometime around June 3rd.  

 
Estimated Trip Expenses 

Austin to Istanbul Roundtrip Fight $700 
Istanbul to Tbilisi Trains $100 
Tbilisi to Baku Night Train $50 
Baku to Jerusalem Flight $250 
Jerusalem to Istanbul Flight $100 
Petra 2-day Excursion $500 
Accommodations (21 nights @ $20/night) $360 
Food ($20/day) $360 
Misc. Costs $400 

Total Cost $2820 
United Airlines Travel Credits Saved -$900 
Financial Need $1920 

 
And that’s the trip! Six distinct countries that hold 
untold secrets and cultural treasures, and countless 
stories waiting to unfold for the first time. I hope this 
trip and proposal are worthy of the prize, but even if 
not, I would love to hear if you all have any 
recommendations for things to see and do in these 
places. Thank you so much for reading.  
 
I think this is a good place to stick in one more quote, 
this one from T.S. Eliot: 
 

“We shall not cease from exploration 
And the end of all our exploring 

Will be to arrive where we started 
And know the place for the first time.” 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


