
 The world is too big to visit the same place twice!! !
!
Call it a hobby, a passion, or an obsession...  
 
What ever you call it, I have it. I yearn for places 
I’ve never been, people I’ve never meet, things I’ve 
never seen.  
 
There is not a place in this world that I want to 
leave untouched.  
 
I didn’t grow up with much, though if you’d asked 
me then I never would have noticed it. My parents 
moved from Mexico in dreams of having a family 
and children they could give everything to. My 
simplistic childhood might not have seemed like 
much, but it was all they could have ever dreamed 
of. Traveling was not a luxury we got to enjoy. I 
can’t say I missed it because I never knew it. Now, I 
cannot image life without it.  
 
Then came Pearl. My cousin, Pearl, was my closest 
friend growing up. What more could an 8 year old 
wish for than living near their best friend? Being 
only 2 years older than me she was always my 

road to follow. (Though 
I did stray a bit when 
she went to UT and I 
made the better choice 
of going to A&M. 
Whoop!) After her first 
study abroad, she 
inevitably contracted 
“the travel bug”. And 

the next summer, she lured me into taking a trip to 
Yosemite with her. I was hooked, instantly.  
 
There is something about planning a trip that just 
consumer your every thought. I find it exhilarating. 
“Where am I going to stay... look there a coffee 
shop down the street from this hotel... there’s an art 
festival going on... these hiking trails have the best 
views...”  
 
I could spend hours and hours looking this stuff up. 
My biggest fear is that I will visit a place and not 
see every single amazing thing it has to offer. Every 
museum, every antique shop, every hiking trail, 
every lookout point... Every place is worth even a 
small second of admiration.   
 
I find my need for traveling a bit ironic since I’ve 
only just started traveling. Yet, one of the most 
important things I’m learning is that it doesn’t matter 
where you go. It could be a trip an hour away or 
half way around the world, what matters is that you 

just go. There is no better way to do it. Traveling 
opens your eyes and impacts you in ways you’ve 
never thought it could. 
 
As a junior Environmental Studies major, places 
with rich natural diversity attract me the most. I 
have already worked my way through some of 
America’s favorites- Yosemite, the Grand Canyon, 
the Redwoods. Thus, Australia easily became one 
of the top places I wanted to travel once I decided 
to start my international tour. (Coming to a city near 
you...) 
 
I am currently set to attend an A&M faculty-led 
study abroad program from May 24th through June 
18th. This program will be focused on the natural 
and social history of environmental conservation 
throughout North Queensland, Australia. I am 
extremely excited for this trip, as conservation and 
environmental policy is something that I would love 
to do later in life.  
 
I do not doubt that this trip will be life changing. 
There are lots of things that will be crossed off my 
bucket list because of it, the Barrier Reef being one 
of a long list of amazing things North Queensland 
has to offer. Yet, once I realized my study abroad 
would only be concentrated in North Queensland, I 
knew I had to find means to explore more of 
Australia. After all, Australia is about the same size 
of the continental U.S. Think of all the places that 
must be explored! For starters, there is no way I am 
not visiting Sydney, or Melbourne, or taking a drive 
down the Great Ocean Road... The list is endless.  
 
Because of this, I have constructed a master plan 
to add on to my study abroad trip. There are so 
many places to see and I am not leaving anything 
for “the next time I visit”. Life is too unpredictable, I 
refuse to risk it.     
 
I wish I had all the time in world to extend my stay 
in Australia, yet I am unfortunately constrained by 
the small window of time that I have free from the 
day of my last final and the first day of my study 
abroad program, as well as the 
last day of my study abroad 
program and my sister’s 
Quinceañera.  
 

Side note: If you don’t know what a 
Quinceañera is, let me tell you, it’s kind 
of a big deal. It involves a lot of food, a 
lot of dancing, a lot of family and a big 
poofy dress. Basically you’re a princess 
for a day. Here I am in mine!  



! !
The Master Plan 

 
Before Study Abroad 
Tues. May 19th – Arrive in Melbourne 
Melbourne is the 2nd largest city in Australia and is 
widely regarded as an international cultural center. I 
hope to spend the day exploring the inner city, 
which is filled with a wide array of laneways that are 
covered in art, and always bustling with shops and 
restaurants. 
 
Wed. May 20th – Travel to and from Phillip Island 
Penguins are the childhood obsession that has 
followed me to adulthood so there is no way I am 
missing out on seeing penguins in Australia! Not 
only that, but the cutest penguins of them all– little 
penguins! Seriously, that’s what they’re called! 
They put on quite the show on Phillips Island every 
night. Having spent the whole day out at sea, they 
only return at sunset, hoping the darkness will 
provide protection against nasty predators. (Trust 
me, I wrote my first research paper in 8th grade 
over penguins, my mom still has it somewhere, I’m 
sure) There is 
even a penguin 
app that has a 
countdown to 
what has been 
dubbed “The 
Penguin Parade”. This is an absolute must! 
 
Thurs. May 21st – Flight from Melbourne to Sydney 
How can you go Australia and not go to Sydney? 
The Sydney Opera House and Harbour Bridge are 
must see sights! I also plan on losing myself within 
some of Sydney’s oldest and most popular central 
neighborhoods such as the 
Rocks and Circular Quay. 
Sydney’s annual “Vivid 
Sydney” transformation will 
also be quite the sight. 
Every winter, the city is 
transformed with vivid light 
and interactive sculpture 
displays, vibrant music shows, and colorful 
projections onto both the Sydney Opera House and 
Harbour Bridge. 
 
Fri. May 22nd – Exploring Bondi Beach 
The ultimate relaxation destination, I am not 
missing out on catching a glimpse at this iconic 
beach! Even if it may be way too cold to get in, the 
internet tells me there will always be surfers out so 
this day will be filled with one of my favorite 
pastimes– people watching! As well, taking the 

famous coastal walk from Bondi to Coogee that 
connects 6 beaches with lots of spectacular views 
along the way. 
 
Sat. May 23rd – Flight from Sydney to Townsville 
I will spend most of this day between airports flying 
to Townsville where I plan to spend a quiet night 
before being united with my study abroad group 
early the next morning. 
 
After Study Abroad 
Thurs. June 18th – 
Study abroad ends 
in Cairns & flight to 
Alice Springs 
At this point, it’ll be 
almost a month into 
my trip to Australia 
but I am certain my 
heart will still not be 
filled! This day I will travel to Alice Springs and 
relax for a couple days while I wait for the guided 
tour to start. 
 
Sun. June 21st – Guided tour trip begins 
Our first stop is Kings Creek Station where we will 
be camping for the night. Not only will I see 
spectacular lookout points over the Kings Canyon, 
and see the Garden of Eden water hole, I will ride a 
camel for the first time! 
 
Mon. June 22nd – Travel to Ayers Rock 
Having been to Enchanted Rock more times than I 
can remember, I am especially excited about this 
stop. Enchanted Rock to the U.S. is what Ayers 
Rock is to Australia. Except Enchanted Rock is only 
(only?!) 1,825 feet above sea level, while Ayers 
Rock rises over 1,000 feet higher at 2,831! 
 
Tues. June 23rd – Hike at Kata Tjuta (The Olgas) 
After waking up to catch the sunrise over Ayers 
Rock, we will travel to The Olgas, which are similar 
formations with hiking paths that take you through 
the domed rocks. 
 
Wed. June 24th – Drive to Josephine’s Kangaroo 
Orphanage in Coober Pedy 
This wonderful site provides 
refuge for young Kangaroo’s 
and is run entirely by a 
couple who dedicates so much of their time to 
these adorable babies! I can’t wait to see what a 
day in this sanctuary looks like. 
 
 
 



! !
Thurs. June 25th – Morning in Coober Pedy 
This morning will include a tour of the town and an 
opal mine, which is very exciting because seeing all 
that opal will bring back wonderful memories of one 
of my favorite childhood tv shows – Dragon Tales! 
 
Fri. June 26th – Hike up Dutchman’s Stern & 
Exploring Adelaide 
This day will start with a hike to Dutchman’s Stern 
for grand views of the ocean and the surrounding 
area. We will then arrive in Adelaide in time for 
dinner and some exploring of this bustling city. 
 
Sat. June 27th – Hike to bottom of MacKenzie Falls 
This day will be spent exploring Grampians 
National Park, which boast amazing panoramic 
views of its rugged mountain ranges and rich forest. 
MacKenzie falls, is also one of their main 
attractions as it is Victoria’s largest waterfall and 
one of few falls that flows year-round. 
 
Sun. June 28th – Great Ocean Road Sites 
After some final moments within Grampians, we will 
travel along the Great Ocean Road stopping along 

the most spectacular sites. Loch Arc Gorge, 
London Bridge, and the Bay of Martyrs being some 
of them, and 
toping it off with a 
sunset stop at the 
Twelve Apostles 
rock formation. 
 
Mon. June 29th – Tour ends in Melbourne 
This morning would consist of our last hike through 
Otway National Park, an ancient rainforest. We will 
enjoy more ocean views with our last stop being at 
the Split Point Lighthouse before heading to 
Melbourne to end our tour. 
 
Tues. June 30th – Flight from Melbourne to San 
Antonio 
Time to go home! And because of the time 
difference despite spending around 20 hours to get 
back, it’ll still be Tuesday when I do! Whoa, can you 
say time machine? 
 
 

 
Before Study Abroad Expenses 
Nights in Melbourne ($60 per night x2)  $120.00 
1 Day Pass to Phillip Island    $97.00 
Food in Melbourne ($15 per meal x6)    $90.00 
 
Flight from Melbourne to Sydney    $70.00 
Nights in Sydney ($70 per night x2)  $140.00 
Food in Sydney ($15 per meal x5)    $45.00 
 
Flight from Sydney to Townsville  $130.00 
Night in Townsville ($70 per night)    $70.00 

After Study Abroad Expenses 
Flight from Cairns to Alice Springs  $290.00           
Nights in Alice Springs ($60 per night x3)  $168.00 
Food in Alice Springs ($15 per meal x9)  $135.00 
9 Day Real Aussie Adventures  
Guided Tour  $876.00 
Food Not Included in  
Tour ($15 per meal x2)    $30.00 
 
Night in Melbourne ($60 per night x1)    $60.00 

 
Subtotal Before Study Abroad $762.00 Subtotal After Study Abroad $1,559.00
 
Total Estimated Expenses                 $2,321.00 
Personal Savings So Far                  -$600.00 
Additional Funds Needed               $1,721.00 
 
 

Unfortunately, due to the cost of my study abroad program I am still unsure if I will be able to see out this 
master plan. My first need is to find resources to pay for what is going to be just over $9,000 for my program. 
Unless I obtain some of the major scholarships and grants I am counting on, then these additions to my study 
abroad might not be possible at all as all my financial efforts will then go to paying for my program. There is no 
denying my program will leave me feeling like I explored every nook and cranny of North Queensland, and I 
am so excited for that portion of my summer. Yet, I can’t help the travel junkie in me from feeling like my trip 
will not be complete without these additional journeys.  
 

I am grateful for every opportunity I’ve had up to this point in my life, which have made adventures like this 
even possible. This grant will make the world of a difference and I am thankful for your time and consideration.
!


